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Wisconsin YMCA’sWisconsin YMCA’s
Model Government Program

How Can You Become Part OfHow Can You Become Part Of
Youth In Government?Youth In Government?

Youth In Government delegations may be organ-
ized in any local YMCA of high school in Wiscon-
sin.  If you are interested, contact your local YMCA.

Ways to ParticipateWays to Participate
Assembly and Senate...participants act as
Senators or Representatives.  They choose ar-
eas of interest that they feel need legislative
attention.  Delegates work together to research,
sponsor, present and debate bills in committees
and within the actual Assembly and Senate
chambers.

Supreme Court...select, prepare and appeal
or respond to a case before the high court in
the actual chamber at the Capitol building.
Much preparation and research will go into
each case.  In addition, each youth lawyer will
sit on the bench as a judge or justice for at
least one case in the Supreme Court.

Press Corps...research, write, create, and
edit a Model Government newspaper and
DVD.  The newspaper staff publishes 3-4 edi-
tions during the session and are responsible
for the computer based layout and graphics.
The newspaper has an Editor In Chief.

Youth Officers...for the program are elected
by participants in each program area at "Pre-
Gov."  Youth officers preside in the Model
Legislature, Court, and Press Corps and lead
the executive branch and support program
areas during the Model Session.  Officer posi-
tions include:  Governor, Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, Editor In Chief, Secretary of
State, President of the Senate, Speaker of the
Assembly (2), Chief Clerk, Reading Clerk and
Floor Leader of each House.
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Stevens Point Area YMCA
Youth In Government 2009-2010

All Students Grades 7-12

Introductory Meeting:
Sunday, October 4th @ 6pm

Fall General Meetings:
Sunday, October 18th @ 6pm

Sunday, November 1st @ 6pm

Sunday, November 15th @ 6pm

Sunday, November 29th @ 6pm

Sunday, December 13th @6pm



Model Government SessionModel Government Session
February 12February 12--14, 201014, 2010

The Wisconsin YMCA Youth In Government
Annual Model Government is held February
12-14, 2010. The State Capitol in Madison is
the scene of this exciting three day event.

At the Capitol in Madison:At the Capitol in Madison:

*Youth Representatives and Senators actu-
ally go through the legislative process by de-
bating, amending, tabling, passing or defeat-
ing bills.

*Press Corps students prepare, edit and dis-
tribute a student run newspaper and create a
DVD of the weekend for future recruitment
opportunities.

*The Youth Supreme Court hears appeals of
cases heard by lower courts.  Delegates
serves as youth lawyers, appellants and re-
spondents and rotate sitting on the court.

*The Youth Governor sets the stage of the
Sessions through the State of the State Ad-
dress and by signing or vetoing legislation.
The Youth Legislature may override the Gov-
ernors veto by a 2/3 majority.

How do I get started?How do I get started?
Youth In Government clubs or groups are
formed in local YMCA and high schools through-
out the state and are referred to as delegations.
With adult advisors, students or youth delegates,
from grades 7-12, research and discuss state
issues.  They prepare draft legislation, cases
and legal opinions and develop positions they
believe offer viable solutions.  Research and
consultation with business, government and
community leaders is conducted by local delega-
tions in an effort to produce effective legislation
and positions.

PrePre--Government ConventionGovernment Convention
Sunday, January 10, 2010Sunday, January 10, 2010

The "Pre-Gov" is held in February of each year
after local Youth In Government delegations
have been formed.  Delegations to the conven-
tion elect youth officers for the Model Executive,
Legislative, Judicial, and Press Corps Session.
Pre-Gov" resembles the political party conven-
tions of our two-party system.  The day includes
nominating speeches, candidate forums, net-
working and committee hearings.  Countless
pieces of campaign literature are distributed to
the delegates.  Elections occur by individual bal-
lot, and the results are announced at the end of
the day.  "Pre-Gov" is held each year in Stevens
Point.

WISCONSIN YMCA’s
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT

PurposePurpose
The purpose of the Youth In Government pro-
gram is to encourage life-long responsible citi-
zenship through the study of public issues, de-
bate of public policy, writing of legislation and an
experience in the State Government Process.
Youth In Government (YIG) programs also pro-
vide the opportunity for self-fulfillment and lasting
friendships, and dramatize to the community the
active leadership potential of our high school
youth.

Nationally, this educational training experience
began in 1936 and now takes place in some 38
states.  The first Wisconsin Youth Legislature
was held in 1952, and the first Model Court and
Press Corps convened in 1990.  Delegates to
Youth Legislature have written numerous bills
that are now actual state laws.  Youth Delegates
have gone on to become actual legislators, lob-
byists, state and community leaders.

ObjectivesObjectives
The objectives of the Wisconsin YMCA Youth In Gov-
ernment program have been designed to promote:

*Awareness of State issues.
*Interaction among high school students from vary-
ing background around common concerns.
*Understanding of government processes through
active participation in model state government.
*Communication of youth concerns to state govern-
ment leaders.
*Participation in national and international YMCA
Youth In Government programs.


